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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 5733 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: Cl, PINT, SHUM 

SUBJECT: CARDINAL'S SERMON ON INDEPENDENCE DAY 
REF: SANTIAGO 5619 

1. SUMMARY. CONTRARY TO CARDINAL’S COMMENT TO US PRIVATELY 
(REFTEL), HIS SERMON DURING TRADITIONAL INDEPENDENCE DAY TE DEUM 
SEPT 18 CONTAINED NO HARD-HITTING PROD TO GOC ON HUMAN RIGHTS. 
SERMON WAS COUCHED IN GENERALITIES SUBJECT TO INTERPRETATION AS 
AUDITOR SAW FIT. END SUMMARY. 

2. CARDINAL SILVA STRESSED NECESSITY TO REESTABLISH CONSENSUS 
UPON WHICH CHILE WAS FOUNDED IN 1810. DESCRIBING NATURE OF 
COLLECTIVE CHILEAN SPIRIT, CARDINAL UNDERLINED CHILEAN'S DEDICA- 
TION TO LIBERTY AGAINST ALL FORMS OF OPPRESSION AND TO RULE OF LAW 
OVER ALL FORMS OF ANARCHY AND ARBITRARINESS. "PERSECUTION AND 
POLITICAL VENGEANCE ARE FOREIGN TO THE NATIONAL SOUL." 

3. SILVA CITED CHURCH'S OPPOSITION TO BOTH "ATHEISTIC SOCIALISM" 

AND "UNRESTRAINED (MANCHESTERIAN) LIBERALISM," NOTING CHURCH’S 
ROLE IS TO ADVOCATE THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD AND THE INVIOLABILITY OF 
HUMAN BEINGS. "THIS MISSION FREQUENTLY PLACES THE CHURCH IN A 
CERTAIN TENSION OR POLARITY WITH THOSE WHO GOVERN; WHAT IS 
INVOLVED IS NOT OPPOSITION (TO THOSE WHO GOVERN) BUT AN INDE- 
PENDENT CRITIQUE." 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANTIA 05733 202240Z 

4. SERMON RECEIVED FAVORABLE EDITORIAL COMMENT IN SANTIAGO PRESS. 
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5. COMMENT. CARDINAL'S WORDS ARE OPEN TO VARIOUS INTERPRETA- 
TIONS AND CONSTITUTE CONSIDERABLY LESS THAN CLEAR-CUT DENUNCIATION 
OF GOC'S POLICIES IN HUMAN RIGHTS AREA. 
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